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SEGUIR

Francoig Segnin, the Canadizn Pioneer
(1644-2704)
(Commlement to an Article nwublished in the lemoiresg, Velvmn ?, rages 212 and
following, on the descendants of Francois Seguin in Presqu'ile, Canada)

The French fatherland of the Seguin im the country of Bray, the most tynical
corner of Picardie, Bray is in the shane of a travezoid, from Boncovrt (commmne of
Noailles, Oise) to Saint-Vaast-d!'Equiqueville, and beyond Neufchatel {feine-Infer-
ieure), The large base of the travezoid stretches for £5 kilometers., The width of
the trrezoid is 15 kilometers. (1)

Torograrhically the region ie a trench which is enclosed between two chalky
hilis: the northeast slope and the southwest slore: this latter slove is more
sharrly outlined and dominates all the larnds about fer about 100 #{1¢¢ meters,
these out-swellings of earth engird this valley, making it a rlace inapprorriagte
for agriculture. In addition, the populace is forced to live rrecariously on the
backs of the hillsides, With this indentation as a center, all around it are clustered
the villages, which are the nlaces of origin of the Seguin. On the map of the
State Tromer we note about twenty little villages whose names have the suffix

"en-Bray"® attached, to them: Ons-en-Bray, Hodenc-en-Bray, Gournay-en-Bray, Auchy-
en-Bray, Rouvray-en—Bray, Saint-Genevieve—en-Bray, Fontaine-en-Bray, Deufchatel-on-
Bra‘v‘, ete, ?) e e S

There is etill found a number of families “eguin in the entire region of
Peguvais. They are the relatives of ocur Canadian branch, 4Almest exclusively
land-owners, our French homonymes live by preference at St-Aubin-en Bray, Ons-en-
Bray, Hodenc-en-Bray, and the ancestral villaze of Cuigy-en-Eray, all comrwnes
of the canton of Coudray-Seint-Germer, mrarceled out from the ancient seigneurie
of Ons-en-Bray in the distriet of Beauvais. Unfortuwnately, the Smanigh invasion
vhich devastated this region in 1436, left only vestiges of the resien'c archives,
thue rendering very diffievlit all researches anterior to the visit of the sons of
the Iberian Peninsula.

On 14 July 1643, in the very heart of Bray, in the 1ittle church of Cuisv-en-
Eray, the marriage of Isurent Seouin and Marie Massieu was celebrated. Adrien des
Melliers and Denis Towrnant served as witnesses to the union. "Lord" ™ouchard, wriest
vicar of the rarish, gave the nuptial blessing to the newly wed courle. The msband
is noted to be a "clerk®. At this enic in royalist “rance, one c¢zlls a "clerk" or
"lay clerk® (in ormosition to ecclesiastieal clerk) a man who has had a certain
anount of learning and who merforms the functions of scribe, notary, and school-
master in the marish. The "clerk" sings at the music lectern during religious
ceremonies, aids the cure” in vart of the marish's administration, f§ strairhtens
out the church's accounte, and often ﬂﬁ draws up the acts of bartism, marriage,
and turial. The very lectern before which Laurent (feguin sans over three centuries
age st31l is used. (3)

The following year, % July 164k, at St, Andbin-en-Pray, a village neighboring
Cuigy-en~Bray, had their first born, Francois, tartised. This last pamed became the
Canadian ancestor of the families Seguin, ##f¢dfdYY# and wrincinally of those of
Presgu'ile de Vaudreuil and de Soulanges. Francois Foudin and cehanne Dufour were the
god-fiather and god-mother of the infant. According to the custom, the ba-tised inher-
ited the name of the one who held him a2t the bartismal fount.

{1) Faveowux, C., Geographie de L! Oise, Beauvais, 1957, ». 7; (2} Iavrarent, & de,
Traite de Geologie, Faris, 1900 Vol. I, ». 89; (3) Fotes of %bhe‘Dubos, curd of
Thibivilliers.






